The Serajevo Assassinations

day. I hear that he was simply furious at the Emperor
William's visit to Konopsicht the other day. He wept,
stormed and carried on as a child might have done. It is
senility and I find it all very sad, especially when one occupies
such a great position in the world.

Kleinitz, $oth June, 1914.

What do you say to the Serajevo drama * Isn't it fright-
ful ? I know only a few details at present but everything
makes me think it must be a political crime. The Servians
can't forgive Austria for having shut them off from an outlet
on the Adriatic. You know as well as I the vigour and
harshness with which the Austrians have acted towards the
Servians who felt that this was a vital matter. Those people
are really savages and are only apparently submissive, but
their dislikes have been accumulating in their hearts and now
we are seeing the splendid results. Francis Joseph looks back
on a reign which has been nothing but a succession of grue-
some catastrophies and blood.

I am now asking myself whether this murder may not
facilitate Austria's policy. Everyone trembled at the thought
of seeing this Archduke on the throne of the Hapsburgs and
his wife might have been a serious embarrassment.1 He was
very warlike at the bottom of his heart and God knows
whether perhaps one shouldn't see the hand of Providence
in the tragedy which has just happened.

Kleinitz, 4th July, 1914.

Since the death of the Archduke I am less afraid of war
for you other people, though it appeared very imminent to

1 The Princess of Hohenberg, the Heir-Apparent's wife, was "bom
Countess Sophie Chotek. The Choteks are an old Austrian aristocratic
family, tut not of the blood royal Importance was attached to this in
Austria in those days. [Editor]
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